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stance may be given. A few years before his death, the Pindary leader, Hera Baee, plundered and burned some villages of Bhopal. Chutta Khan sent troops'in pursuit of the depredators ; and they returned with 400 naked prisoners, who had been stripped of their horses and clothes. When these people expected to J*e put to death, they were surprised to hear Chutta Khan direct that they should be released, and that each man should have a turban and a rupee to carry him back to his home. "Take this/' he exclaimed, cc but recollect you shall have other treatment if you corne again into my country/' When those around him looked surprised, he said, these poor creatures are, of themselves, no objects of vengeance; their leaders, from their connexion with the Mahrattah chiefs, are above my power; why outrage by useless violence those whose employers we cannot punish ? They will now feel obliged by my humanity to their followers, who were in my power; and it will be an additional motive to make them refrain from attacking us." This occurrence and Chutta Khan's speech were stated by Khealee Ram, then a writer in his office, who witnessed and heard what he narrates, nor was Chutta Khan mistaken: during his life there were no more inroads made by these freebooters on the territories of Bhopal.
Chutta Khan was not above 40 years of age